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The Past for  
the Future

The Port Norris Historical Society is dedicated to preserving the history of our 
unique village, located in Commercial Township in Cumberland County, NJ.

HISTORICAL  
SOCIETY

Visit our website for many historic journeys.

Sandora Wilkerson King – A PNHS Legend

We share with you that Sandora King a Port Norris 
Legend has passed. She was 102 years, which is a 

great life to celebrate. The Port Norris Historical Society 
recognized her as a Legend of Port Norris on November 
9, 2014. We hope you will visit her Legends page for more 
photos and family comments.

Sandora King, 102, of Port Norris passed away on Sunday, 
June 28, 2020 at her daughters home in Vineland. Born in 
Edgecombe County, North Carolina to the late Jordan 
Hopkins and Emily Norfleet Hopkins, she was the wife 
of the late Leo King. Sandora had been a resident of 
Port Norris since 1940 and prior to that she had lived in 
Delaware.

Before her retirement in 1983, Sandora had been 
employed at the Vineland Developmental Center for  
17 years. She had been previously employed at Port 
Norris Oyster Co. and Suzzie Bell Canning Co. in Port 
Elizabeth. She was a member of Shiloh Baptist Church in 
Port Norris.  
 
She is survived by four daughters, Hazel Kirby of Port 
Norris, Sara Jane Marshall of Vineland, Emma Louise 
Hackley of Paulsboro and Clara Elizabeth Harrell of Port 
Norris, her adopted daughter, Louise Hunter of Vineland, 
six grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, 13 great-great-
grandchildren and a host of nieces, nephews and friends. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Leo King, her 
brother, M. Lee Hopkins and two sisters, Viola Hopkins 
and Emily Mae Cox.

http://historicportnorris.org/legends-44.htm

http://www.historicportnorris.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Port-Norris-Historical-Society/102085803169167
http://historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/legends-44.htm
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How is your Seed Swap Garden Growing?

Joe L.: Here are photographs of seed swap seedlings in my cold frame in early May, 
transplants into raised beds at the end of May and a July photograph.

How little did we know how important those 
seeds would be this year.  Certainly seeds can be 

ordered, but going to stores and our regular go to places 
for seeds and gardening needs was strained with the 
COVID-19. In fact, just looking to buy simple garden 
tools and misc items was a challenge once we were 
allowed in stores. Nearly everyone decided it would be 
a good idea to have a garden this year. I have never seen 
the shelves so empty of basic garden items. 

We continue to thank everyone who came and shared 
seeds with all of us. Also, the two seed companies who 
gave us those amazing seeds, Baker Creek  Seeds and 
San Diego Seed Company. The support of the Rutgers 
Master Gardeners of Cumberland County was much 
appreciated, as well.

We put a call out to see how your garden is doing? 
We will do another follow up so please share. Here 
are a few photos of gardens with seeds from the 
Seed Swap.

Rachel C. Dill growing in my garden from the Seed Swap. 

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://Rareseeds.com
https://sandiegoseedcompany.com
https://cumberland.njaes.rutgers.edu/master-gardeners/
https://cumberland.njaes.rutgers.edu/master-gardeners/
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Lori H.
I am so glad that we went to that seed swap! We have 
quite a few things growing from the seeds that we picked 
up from there. I sure hope you all have another one next 
year!

Jill R.
My purple hyacinth bean is growing slowly

Mary Linda L. 
The purple and white carrots Joe grew with seeds from 
the Seed Swap were so tasty, much more 
flavorful than the traditional orange carrots.  
Photo at right >

Rachel C. 
I was thrilled with so many local seeds I did not know 
about. I am still watching them grow. The most important 
seed shared, in my view, was the Blue Shackamaxon Bean. 
Thank you Jamie for sharing this seed. 

History 
In the 17th Century,  prior to settlement by Europeans in 

the mid- 1600s, the area now known as Port Norris and 

the surrounding areas were inhabited by migrant tribes 

of Native Americans called the Nanticoke Lenni Lenape. 

Drawn to the bay and a plentiful supply of fish, crabs 

and oysters, these tribes lived in in this area during the 

summer months moving further inland during the winter.

This bean is originally from the Lenni Lenape who used 
to live along the Delaware River, and subsequently 
grown in Pennsylvania for local consumption for many 
years. “Blue” simply refers to the color of the seeds, 
and “Shackamaxon” was the name of a former Lenape 
town in what is now the Kensington neighborhood of 
Philadelphia. The alternate name “Treaty Bean” comes 
from Shackamaxon reportedly being the site of a 1682 
treaty signing between the Lenape and William Penn. 

Uses
Dry or shell. Thoroughly delicious. Dry beans good by 
themselves or in any Mexican recipe calling for black 
beans. Shelly beans can be cooked with blue corn to make 
a very blue succotash; and reportedly were traditionally 
cooked with blue corn meal to make a polenta-like 
dish unappealingly called “black mush.” Source: http://
beancyclopedia.com

Blue Shackamaxon Bean

http://www.historicportnorris.org
https://www.facebook.com/lori.bateshall?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDozNTQxMjY1NTIyNTg0NDk0XzM1NDEzNzc5NDI1NzMyNTI%3D&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZURNUSLhHNlvKsWl8R__OosVSN-V8MvNQANZ8yGi80t1qIZLy84VM_0hZQ0-MRxt6CbrZb1onOb2FWDQctadcQGEfpIl06liLvyKuuOA7v89SyE5vIC8kovJVJnDO-QxMcB1zRe0mwwqz3ghf6Jlggrl9mjVHXLIVDGHlqFkxhJkw&__tn__=R%5D-R
https://www.facebook.com/jill.ransom.336?comment_id=Y29tbWVudDozNTQxMjY1NTIyNTg0NDk0XzM1NDEzMzIyMDkyNDQ0OTI%3D&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZURNUSLhHNlvKsWl8R__OosVSN-V8MvNQANZ8yGi80t1qIZLy84VM_0hZQ0-MRxt6CbrZb1onOb2FWDQctadcQGEfpIl06liLvyKuuOA7v89SyE5vIC8kovJVJnDO-QxMcB1zRe0mwwqz3ghf6Jlggrl9mjVHXLIVDGHlqFkxhJkw&__tn__=R%5D-R
Treaty of Shackamaxon https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Shackamaxon
http://beancyclopedia.com/index.php/Blue_Shackamaxon
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NORRIS ASKS  
What was the name of 
the restaurant that was 
named after an animal in 
Port Norris?

Did you guess the Palomino? That is 
correct. If you would like to learn more 
about this place in history vist the web 

page for more information and a few images. 
http://historicportnorris.org/palomino.htm
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Membership and  
Renew for 2020-21   

We would love to add your name to 
our growing list of members. Please 

give some thought to joining the PNHS.  
Membership fees are for  

Individual - $10, Family - $15, 
Benefactor - $30 Family $35.00

Patron - $50 and  
Student - $1 (no voting privileges)  

and entitles you to discounts  
on our merchandise.   

Click here to renew or join,  
historicportnorris.org/membership.htm 

 
Or mail your check to: Port Norris 

Historical Society, PO Box 187  
Port Norris, NJ 08349.    

Thank you for your support. Membership is 
key to applying for grants as well as  

your dollars help us continue with all  
of our endeavours.

Membership fees are tax deductible. 

See us on Facebook 
and our website 

historicportnorris.org

If you are getting this email from a friend 
and would like to be added to our list, 
please click here and we will add 
you. If we received your email at one of 
our events. and if you do not wish to 
receive this newsletter, click here web@
historicportnorris.org, we will remove you 
from the list.  We do not sell or share your 
email with anyone!

Officers
Rachel Cobb, President
Richard Smith, Vice-President
Alvina Baum, Secretary
Mary Linda Lacotte,  Assistant Secretary 
Faye Hickman, Treasurer

Trustees
Eileen Bernhardt
Virginia Campbell
Gloria Guidera 
John Hickman
Elizabeth Hoffman
Joyce Massey 
Sam Ricci
Rev. E. Barnes, Lifetime Honorary Trustee

Please Note: Meeting dates and times are  
posted on the website each month along with  
the approved minutes from the last meeting.  
Everyone is always welcome. Click here to view.

For a complete list of 
committees see our 
website. View Here

New Membership Levels
We have made some changes to our Membership beginning in 2020, 
with the addition of one NEW level. Donations of $50 or more that 
were previously listed as BENEFACTOR will now be designated as 
PATRON. BENEFACTOR levels have changed to $30 Individual and 
$35 Family. General Individual and Family remain the same.  
(See the yellow box at right). All members receive merchandise 
discounts. Please check our website for listings of additional benefits.  
We are grateful for your ongoing support which helps us meet the 
needs (heat, electric, etc.) of maintaining our building. 

Race Through Time

The Port Norris Historical Society 
will be open on  August 2, from 

1 - 4 pm to participate in the Race 
Through Time. You can check with 
our neighbors, The Bayshore Center at 
Bivalve for their hours as well. Up to 
date information will be posted on our 
website. The Mauricetown Historical 
Society will only be stamping passports, 
no tours until further notice.

We will follow CDC recomondations and Masks will be required to enter the 
building. We will monitor the number of people in the building at any given time. 

Please Join us and see all the progress that has been made to our 1890 Meeting 
Hall. For more information on A Race Through Time! 
https://www.facebook.com/aracethroughtime/

http://www.historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/palomino.htm
http://www.historicportnorris.org/membership.htm
http://WWW.historicportnorris.org
mailto:mailto:web%40historicportnorris.org?subject=
mailto:web@historicportnorris.org
mailto:web@historicportnorris.org
http://historicportnorris.org/meetings.htm
http://historicportnorris.org/about.htm
https://www.facebook.com/aracethroughtime/

